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As Editor-in-Chief of this journal and being personally 
involved as Chief of Radiology Department in a university 
Italian hospital within one of the major hotbeds of COVID-
19, I feel compelled to write an editorial about the Italian 
COVID-19 outbreak.

As already highlighted by many published scientific 
papers [1], diagnostic imaging has a pivotal role in the 
diagnosis and management of the patients affected by 
COVID-19.

Although the main Worldwide Guidelines [2] define the 
molecular tests on nasopharyngeal and oropharyngeal swabs 
as the reference standard for the diagnosis, chest CT remains 
the main method for evaluating the disease pulmonary exten-
sion and for follow-up.

Moreover, several papers, mostly on Chinese case series, 
have identified and defined the main patterns at chest CT 
of pulmonary involvement in COVID-19; thus, the Chinese 
authors themselves and the American College of Radiology 
(ACR) highly recommend to familiarize with the CT appear-
ance of COVID-19 infection [3, 4].

For this purpose, the President of the Italian Society of 
Medical and Interventional Radiology (SIRMi) established 
a dedicated page on the SIRMi Web site with an Italian col-
lection of COVID-19 imaging; in this way, the Italian radi-
ologists, and not only, can freely access and become familiar 
with CT and radiographic images of anonymized COVID-19 
cases collected form several Italian centers.

Nevertheless, alongside the assistance to the patients 
affected by COVID-19, which mainly lies on a prompt and 
accurate diagnosis, I care to highlight another aspect: the 
huge effort that has been required to all the health profes-
sional of the radiology departments.

So far, radiologists, radiographers, nurses, healthcare 
workers and administrative staff are daily fighting the 
COVID-19 emergency on the frontline.

The World Health Organization (WHO) developed a 
document [5] defining rights, roles and responsibilities of 
all the healthworkers for the COVID-19 emergency setting.

I would like to emphasize that WHO highlights not only 
the infective risk, but also the dramatic raise of the working 
hours for the healthworkers and therefore the growth of the 
psychological stress, of the fatigue and of risk of burnout for 
the whole health-working category.

It is highly desirable that this document will be received 
in the radiological field.

In these hard times, together with the medical and radi-
ological skills that each of us must put into practice, we 
should not forget that behind healthworkers involved in all 
the Italian radiological departments, there are women and 
men from whom a huge personal effort is requested, an effort 
which is tremendous and unique even compared to wars, 
natural disasters and epidemics we dealt with during the 
last century.

The whole staff of La Radiologia Medica, the President 
and the whole Board of Direction of SIRMi are strongly 
supporting and thanks all the women and men working in 
the Italian radiology departments.

All together we can overcome this challenge!
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