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Massachusetts Adult-Use Marijuana Operations Ordered to Cease and

Desist Starting Tuesday 

Medical use of marijuana operations deemed essential services to the

Commonwealth  

WORCESTER—The Cannabis Control Commission (Commission) is notifying

licensees to cease and desist all adult-use marijuana operations in the

Commonwealth pursuant to a stay-at-home advisory and emergency order

issued by the Administration on Monday.
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https://mass-cannabis-control.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/20200323_Cease-and-Desist-Order-FINAL.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-23-2020-essential-services-and-revised-gatherings-order
https://mass-cannabis-control.com/


The cease and desist order will go into e�ect at 12 p.m. on Tuesday, March 24

and last until 12 p.m. on Tuesday, April 7. It will apply to all Marijuana

Establishments (MEs), including Marijuana Retailers, as well as Colocated

Marijuana Operations which are licensed to service both the adult and

medical use of marijuana programs in the state. The latter may continue to

perform medical functions along with licensed Medical Marijuana Treatment

Centers (MTCs). Sixty-one MTCs are currently operating in the

Commonwealth.

Since the Commission assumed oversight of the Medical Use of Marijuana

Program in December 2018, the agency has implemented signi�cant policy

and service upgrades to ensure registered qualifying patients in the

Commonwealth have access to medical grade marijuana. As of March, there

are more than 67,700 certi�ed patients in Massachusetts.

The Commission provides guidance and step-by-step instructions for

prospective patients to register for the medical use of marijuana program. As

the result of the Governor’s Order Expanding Access to Telehealth Services

and to Protect Health Care Providers, the Commission also has enabled

Certifying Health Care Providers to apply for a waiver that allows for the

certi�cation of new patients using telehealth. Telehealth renewals are already

authorized under the Commission’s medical use of marijuana regulations.

Through the use of new technology and the medical use of marijuana

program’s migration to the agency’s Massachusetts Cannabis Industry Portal

(MassCIP), the Commission has streamlined patient registration and

eliminated a historic backlog of several thousand registrants. Now, through

direct integration between the Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles and

MassCIP, patients receive automatic veri�cation of identi�cation data when

they register or renew their program certi�cation using their Massachusetts

driver’s license. Last summer, the Commission also launched Initial Access

Certi�cation of patients and caregivers which permits immediate entry into an

MTC using temporary registration and prior to the issuance of an annual

registration card.

https://www.mass.gov/doc/patient-guidance-for-mmj-registration-2/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/patient-online-mmj-registration-step-by-step-instructions-1/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-15-2020-telehealth-order/download
https://mass-cannabis-control.com/medical-use-of-marijuana-virtual-gateway-migration-will-support-automatic-registration-uninterrupted-service-program-upgrades/
https://mass-cannabis-control.com/initial-access-certification-will-become-available-july-1-to-qualifying-patients-and-personal-caregivers/


The Commission appreciates the Administration for recognizing MTCs

provide essential services to registered qualifying patients in the

Commonwealth.  The agency will continue to monitor ongoing

developments to the COVID-19 state of emergency and keep all licensees

informed about steps they must take to preserve and uphold the health and

safety of patients, customers, and their employees, including the temporary

closure of adult-use cannabis operations.

The Commission remains a resource for MTCs and MEs to ensure they

comply with the Administration’s order as well as with regulations, guidance,

and bulletins that will continue to be released during this unprecedented

time. To date, the Commission has issued the following bulletins relative to

the COVID-19 state of emergency:

March 23 bulletins

Licensees

Certifying Health Care Providers and Medical Marijuana Patients

Frequently Asked Questions

March 20 bulletin: Telehealth Consultations for New Patients

March 18 bulletin: Licensees’ Preparation for COVID-19

March 13 bulletin: Licensees’ Preparation for COVID-19

For more information, visit MassCannabisControl.Com, contact the

Commission by phone (774-415-0200) or email

(Commission@CCCMass.Com), or follow the agency on Facebook and Twitter.

###

https://mass-cannabis-control.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/20200323-Bulletin-Stay-at-Home_Advisory.pdf
https://mass-cannabis-control.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/20200323-Bulletin-Essential-Services.pdf
https://mass-cannabis-control.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/20200323-FAQ-Stay-at-Home-Advisory.pdf
https://mass-cannabis-control.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/20200320_Bulletin_Telehealth_Consultations_for_New_Patients.pdf
https://mass-cannabis-control.com/document/bulletin-licensees-preparation-for-covid-19-march-18-2020/
https://mass-cannabis-control.com/document/bulletin-licensees-preparation-for-covid-19-march-13-2020/
https://mass-cannabis-control.com/
mailto:Commission@CCCMass.Com
https://www.facebook.com/MassCCC/
https://twitter.com/MA_Cannabis
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