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Since the first reports of its outbreak in Hubei in 2019, COVID-19
has spread across the globe, radically changing the way we live and
how we function day to day, in ways that we have never imagined. This
unprecedented challenge highlights the need for the awareness of the
risk of viral spread and early containment as the most effective mea-
sures to break the chain of infection. While the race to develop an ef-
fective vaccination is on and must be supported with highest priority,
there is a critical need for fundamental research, not just for conquering
a presently raging pandemic, but for gaining insight into mechanisms
that contribute to acute and chronic presentations of COVID-19.

Here at the JMCC, we are dedicated to the cutting-edge discovery of
molecular and cellular insights in cardiovascular diseases. The present
pandemic suggests that the cardiovascular system may be severely
impaired by COVID-19 infections and its secondary consequences. Early
clinical observations suggest that cardiovascular complications are a
major cause, as well as a significant risk factor, for COVID-19 associated
mortality. Angiotensin-2 Converting Enzyme (ACE2), an important
regulator of the cardiovascular system, is the molecular receptor for the
culprit SARS-CoV-2 virus. Because of this, among many questions raised
are ones such as whether patients on ACE inhibitors are at higher risk
for infection with COVID-19, and hence should be taken off the medi-
cation. Emerging findings about the impact of ACE-inhibitors,
Angiotensin receptor blockers, and even non-steroidal anti-in-
flammatory agents on the susceptibility and prognosis of COVID-19
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have direct impact on clinical practice. Our current knowledge to ad-
dress the most burning questions is underdeveloped and in addition
fragmented, highlighting the need for more research and better com-
munication among clinicians and basic scientists in our field.

JMCC aims to contribute by featuring COVID-19 related papers in
forthcoming issues, including letters to editor, editorials, reviews, brief
research communications and full research articles. As a kick-off, Drs
Yang and Meng from Nantong University write a crisp summary of what
we know about ACE2 and COVID-19 thus far. Professor Thomas
Eschenhagen and colleagues, in another Letter to Editor, set out an
interesting hypothesis around ACE2 expression in heart failure, in re-
lation to treatment using different regiments of renin-angiotensin-
system antagonists. They describe a laudable and much anticipated
effort underway to study plasma ACE2 concentrations in relation to
pulmonary and cardiovascular outcomes among COVID-19 patients
with heart diseases.

We look forward to more papers that address such important in-
teractions between COVID-19 and cardiac health, particularly related to
the mechanisms of how COVID-19 affects the cardiovascular system
and contributes to the high mortality observed in infected patients. The
JMCC editorial team is convinced that the cardiovascular research
community can have an important impact on diagnosis and treatment
of patients infected with COVID-19 and thus endorses high quality
submissions.
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