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Ventilation-perfusion Scans During the Coronavirus (COVID 19) Outbreak 

We agree with Kooraki et al [1] that protection from the novel coronavirus (COVID 19) is essential for 

radiographers. Specifically, there is reference to the aerosol-generating procedure (AGP) – as defined by 

the World Health Organisation [2] and the Centre for Disease Control [3]. Nuclear Medicine falls within 

this microcosm – in some Radiology Departments, it is encompassed but in others it is standalone. 

Regardless, within Nuclear Medicine, the most common – and only regular – AGP is the ventilation-

perfusion (V/Q) scans. This is vastly different from any other procedure in Radiology. The current College 

recommendations need to account for V/Q scans. In our department, we perform up to 30 such 

procedures per week. Should we approach this procedure (for patients suspected of COVID 19 infection) 

in the same way as for influenza virus [4, 5]? 
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